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d L Dated: 22" April 2020
To

Chief Secretaries @ﬁulﬁ, )

(all States) e wfa

E&ﬂ A
Subject: Protocol for u;ﬁ?ﬂm apid antibody test - regarding

| am writing to you, with respect to issues raised by a few states about rapid antibody tests. In
its advisory dated 17" April 2020, ICMR had clearly laid down the scope, purpose and usage of

= % jhe rapid antibody tests.

MR has always emphasized that the confirmatory test for diagnosis of COVID-19 infection is
RT - PCR test of throat and/ or nasal swab, which detects virus at early stage.

with respect to formation of antibody in persons exposed to the virus. Globally also, the utility of
this test is evolving and it is currently being used for detecting the formation of antibodies in
individuals. These test results are also dependent on field conditions.

C’I/‘ would again reiterate that antibody rapid tests are largely to be used as a tool for surveillance

~_ 5Y-2 0 We have been given to understand that many States have procured such kits and on State’s

request, ICMR has also arranged and made available rapid antibody test kits with the clear

,ﬂ.ﬁdqtsianding that these tests cannot replace the RT-PCR tests to diagnose the COovID-19

(i asee.
: o FE

l, T weyer, to further assist the States, ICMR will continue to collect data from various States to

T Bisess the scope and extent of utility of these rapid antibody tests in fields conditions of our
country and will keep advising the States on regular basis. ' '

In view of this, States are advised to follow the prescribed protocol for these tests and use it for
the purposes for which these are meant. It is reiterated that to contain Corona Virus-infection,

RT-PCR tests must be continued vigorously as the principal diagnostic tests.

(% With kind regards,
Yours singerely,

é ; _ (G.S. ja)
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Tel: (Off.) : 011-26589152, Fax: 011 26588762 Web. : www.icmr.nic.in
Email : gstoteja.addldg@gmail.com
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Email tsup@nic.in’

Urgent/Important Letter to Chief Secretaries

From : Secretary DHR <secy-dg@icmr.gov.in> Wed, Apr 22, 2020 01:48 PM
Subject : Urgent/Important Letter to Chief Secretaries 21 attachment

To : CS AP <cs@ap.gov.in>, Chief Secretary Andamans <cs-andaman@nic.in>, cs-
arunachal@nic.in, Chief Secretary Bihar <cs-bihar@nic.in>, Chief Secretary Office
<csoffice.cg@gov.in>, Chief Secretary <cs-goa@nic.in>, Shri Vijay Kumar Dev
<csdelhi@nic.in>, chiefsecretary@gujarat.gov.in, Keshni Anand Arora
<cs@hry.nic.in>, Shri Anil Kumar Khachi <cs-hp@nic.in>, cs-jandk <cs-
jandk@nic.in>, csjharkhand@nic.in, cs@karnataka.gov.in, Chief Secretary,
Government of Kerala <chiefsecy@kerala.gov.in>, cs <cs@mp.nic.in>,
cs@maharashtra.gov.in, cs-manipur <cs-manipur@nic.in>, cso-meg <cso-
meg@nic.in>, cs-mizoram <cs-mizoram@nic.in>, Chief Secretary Nagaland
<csngl@nic.in>, Chief Secretary Odisha <csori@nic.in>, cs-ori@nic.in, Chief
Secretary CS, Puducherry <cs.pon@nic.in>, cs pondicherry <cs.pondicherry@nic.in>,
Chief Secretary Punjab <cs@punjab.gov.in>, Prakash <cs-skm@hub.nic.in>,
cs@tn.gov.in, Chief Secretary <cs@telangana.gov.in>, cs-tripura <cs-tripura@nic.in>,
cstripura@gmail.com, CHIEF SECRETARY GoUP <csup@nic.in>,
chiefsecyuk@gmail.com, cs-westbengal <cs-westbengal@nic.in>

Cc : G S Toteja <gstoteja.hq@icmr.gov.in>, balrambhargava@yahoo.com, alav
<alav@ias.nic.in>, Dr. RR Gangakhedkar <rgangakhedkar.hg@icmr.gov.in>, CK
MISHRA <mishrack@nic.in>, Lokesh Kumar Sharma <sharma.lokeshk@icmr.gov.in>,
Preeti Sudan <secyhfw@nic.in>, aspswcd@gmail.com, bharat lal
<bharat.lal@gmail.com>

Kind Attn: PPS to Chief Secretaries (All States)

Sir/Madam,

Attached please find a letter from Dr.G.S.Toteja, Additional Director-General, ICMR regarding Protocol for using Rapid
Antibody Tests which may kindly be given to Chief Secretary please.

Yours faithfully,

Olo

Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava
Secretary to the Government of India
Department of Health Research
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare &
Director-General,

Indian Council of Medical Research,
V.Ramalingaswamy Bhawan,

Ansari Nagar,

New Delhi-110029.

Tel(Off.) +91-26588204, 26589620
Fax.(Off.) +91-11-26588662
E-mail: secy-dg@icmr.gov.in
Website: www.icmr.nic.in

- Letter to Chief Secretary.pdf
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